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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 03/16/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Applicant argues that "[n]either Williams nor Wugofski disclose searching headline 
information based on user preference information that includes a multiple of registration patterns 
corresponding to respective search criteria." However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. The 
Williams et al reference discloses a system that "dynamically configures the operating 
parameters of system 100 in accordance with the user preference information of the user profile 
corresponding to the determined entertainment user, and offers programming/entertainment 
suggestions, and a host of additional value added features to enhance the user's enjoyment of 
system 100" (Williams et al. 3:22-27), Thus the Williams et al. reference maintains a plurality of 
locally stored user profiles (Williams et al. 9:3 1-34). In regard to the user profile, Williams et al 
discloses allowing users to train the system with their specific user preferences (Williams et al 
10:42-48) and allow users to store personal requests within their user profile (Williams et al. 
1 1 :61-66). Each of the multiple user profiles comprise a user's specific preferences (search 
criteria), that is distinct from the profiles of other users. Therefore, the multiple user profiles of 
the Williams et al. reference meet the multiple registrations patters corresponding to respective 
search criteria as claimed. Also please see rejections below. 

Applicant further argues ".. .and then storing the search results corresponding to the 
respective registration patters so that the results can be recalled in response to a command 
initiated by the user." As noted above the Williams et al reference discloses searching in regard 
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to registration patterns. Furthermore, the Wugofski reference discloses a system for managing 
favorite channels where theme-based favorites list requires that the favorites list correspond to 
the current contents of the EPG content guide (Wugofski et al. [0039]) are stored in a favorites 
database (Wugofski et al. [0036]). "The selected theme and selected sub-theme may be from a 
set of predefined keywords" (Wugofski et al. [0040]). "...the system may constrain the search to 
include only channels that are showing the themed event within the next several hours" 
(Wugofski et al. [0041]) and "[t]he update frequency indicates how often and when to search and 
recomputed the theme-based favorite list " (Wugofski et al. [0042]). Therefore, the examiner 
submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the Williams et al. programming suggestions lists for various 
users with the Wugofski et al. storing of list teaching for the purpose of providing readily 
recallable lists which alleviates the processor load caused by repeat searches and to recall data 
without the need to wait for the processor to complete the search. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claim 6 is objected to because of the following informalities: "and the results of results 
of searching based on" (lines 12) should read "and the results of searching based on. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 , The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 
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2. Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Williams et 
al (US 5,977,964) in further view of Wugofski et al (US 2003/0056216 Al).. 

As to claim 1, note the Williams et al. reference that discloses a method and apparatus for 
automatically configuring a system based on user's monitored system interaction and preferred 
system access times. The claimed "memory means for storing user preference information" is 
met by the plurality of user profiles are stored locally, in system 100 (9:31-34). 
The claimed "means for detecting reception of a plurality of headline information related to an 
information" is met by system controller [104] determines from the available programming 
information all programs which match the user's preferences (Williams et al. 1 1 :27-42) wherein 
the system controller searches the programmihg"information eachlime^it receives updated 
programming information (Williams et al. 12: 1-4). The claimed "means for searching, based on 
said user preference information stored in said memory means" is met by accessing a program 
database for searching keywords that match user profile preferences (Williams et al. 1 1:30-32), 
given a particular search request, system controller 104 searches the programming information 
each time it receives updated programming information (via an on-line service, diskette, etc. as 
discussed above), and prompts the user with the found program information in step 402 
(Williams et al. 1 1:61-67; 12: 1-5). The claimed "headline information coincided with said user 
preference information among received headline information at the time when the reception of 
said plurality of headline information is detected by said detecting means" is met by system 
controller accessing program database searching for keywords which match user profile 
preferences (Williams et al. 1 1:30-32) and "user profile database 800 also includes storage for 
user-defined requests" (Williams et al. 1 1 :61-64). The claimed "whereby said user preference 
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information includes a plurality of registration patterns corresponding to respective search 
criteria, and the results of searching based on said user preference information correspond to 
respective registration patterns" is met by a the plurality of user profiles [registration patterns] 
stored locally on system 100 (Williams et al. 9:31-34) wherein having determined the current 
user, the system provides a number of programming suggestions which most closely align with 
the user profile of that particular user (Williams 1 1 : 22-27). Note that the registration patterns 
corresponding to respective search criteria is met by the plural user profiles wherein each user 
would have his/her own distinct preferences stored in their respective profile. However, the 
Williams et al. reference does not specifically disclose "whereby the results of searching based 
on said user preference information are stored so that they can be recalled in response to a 
command initiated by said user." Now note the Wugofski et al reference which discloses a 
system for managing favorite channels where theme-based favorites list requires that the 
favorites list correspond to the current contents of the EPG content guide (Wugofski et al. 
[0039]) are stored in a favorites database (Wugofski et al. [0036]). "The selected theme and 
selected sub-theme may be from a set of predefined keywords" (Wugofski et al. [0040]). . .the 
system may constrain the search to include only channels that are showing the themed event 
within the next several hours" (Wugofski et al. [0041]) and "[t]he update frequency indicates 
how often and when to search and recomputed the theme-based favorite list " (Wugofski et al. 
[0042]). Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Williams et al programming 
suggestions lists for various users with the Wugofski et al storing of list teaching for the purpose 



Application/Control Number: 09/613,067 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2614 

of providing readily recallable lists which alleviates the processor load caused by repeat searches 
and to recall data without the need to wait for the processor to complete the search. 

As to claim 2, the claimed display means for displaying said headline information 
searched by said searching means. The Williams et al. reference discloses having developed a 
list of programming suggestions in step 400, system controller 104 prompts the system user, in 
an interactive pop-up window, with the list of programming suggestions, step 402 (1 1 : 49-52). 

As to claim 3, the claimed recording means for recording said information related to said 
headline information searched by said searching means. The Williams et al reference discloses 
if, however, the user elects to forego the suggested programming in step 404, system controller 
104 may then prompt the user with the option of recording one of the suggested programs in step 
408. If the user elects to record one of the suggested programs, system controller 104 configures 
system 100 to record the program selection to any one of the available recording media (12:8- 
14). 

As to claim 4, the claimed wherein said user preference information includes a plurality 
of preference items. The Williams et al. reference discloses as depicted, for television/monitor 
102, user profile database 800 tracks user preferred channels, volume, program genre 
information, whether to block content information, and whether supplemental programming is 
requested with a particular channel (5:59-65). Additional preference information may also be 
stored in user profile database 800, including top ten favorite shows, most frequently 
watched/listened to source(s), most frequently watched/listened to channel(s)/station(s) per 
source, typical watching/listening periods, favorite genre(s), favorite cornmercial(s), favorite 
actor(s)/actress(es) (6:63-67; 7: 1-2). 
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As to claim 5, the claimed wherein said information is broadcast program transmitted 
from broadcast stations. The Williams et al. reference discloses in one embodiment, for 
example, system 100 receives programming input from any or all of the following sources: cable 
broadcast 124, satellite broadcast 126 (e.g., via a satellite dish), very high frequency (VHF) or 
ultra high frequency (UHF) radio frequency communication of the broadcast networks 134 (e.g., 
via an aerial antenna), and/or the telephone/computer network interface (4:3 1-37). The Williams 
et al reference also discloses in one embodiment, the program database is part of system 
controller 104, and is updated periodically by accessing a remote server (not shown) via 
telephone/network communications 128 or via other mediums such as distributed diskettes or CD 

ROMs, a vertical blanking interval (VBI) of an analog signal, or an additional data stream 

corresponding to a digital video signal (e.g., from a satellite system). (8:48-56). 

As to claim 6, note the Williams et al. reference that discloses a method and apparatus for 
automatically configuring a system based on user's monitored system interaction and preferred 
system access times. The claimed "storing user preference information" is met by the plurality 
of user profiles are stored locally, in system 100 (9:3 1-34). Theclaimed "detecting reception of 
a plurality of headline information related to an information" is met by system controller [104] 
determines from the available programming information all programs which match the user's 
preferences (Williams et al. 1 1:27-42) wherein the system controller searches the programming 
information each time it receives updated programming information (Williams et al. 12: 1-4), 
The claimed "and searching, based on user preference information stored at said storing step, 
headline information coincided with said user preference information among received headline 
information is detected at said detecting step" is met by system controller accessing program 
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database and searching for keywords which match user profile preferences (Williams et al 
1 1:30-32) and "user profile database 800 also includes storage for user-defined requests" 
(Williams et al. 1 1:61-64) given a particular search request, system controller 104 searches the 
programming information each time it receives updated programming information (via an on- 
line service, diskette, etc. as discussed above), and prompts the user with the found program 
information in step 402 (Williams et al. 1 1:61-67; 12: 1-5) and program database searching for 
keywords (Williams et al. 1 1:30-37). The claimed "whereby said user preference information 
includes a plurality of registration patterns corresponding to respective search criteria, and the 
results of searching based on said user preference information correspond to respective 
registration patterns" is met by a the plurality of user profiles [registration patterns] stored locally 
on system 100 (Williams et al. 9:31-34) wherein having determined the current user, the system 
provides a number of programming suggestions which most closely align with the user profile of 
that particular user (Williams 1 1:22-27). Note that the registration patterns corresponding to 
respective search criteria is met by the plural user profiles wherein each user would have his/her 
own distinct preferences stored in their respective profile. However, the Williams et al. 
reference does not specifically disclose storing the results of the search so that they can be 
recalled in response to a command initiated by said user. Now note the Wugofski et al. reference 
which discloses a system for managing favorite channels where theme-based favorites list 
requires that the favorites list correspond to the current contents of the EPG content guide 
(Wugofski et al. [0039]) are stored in a favorites database (Wugofski et al. [0036]). "The 
selected theme and selected sub-theme may be from a set of predefined keywords" (Wugofski et 
al. [0040]). ". . . the system may constrain the search to include only channels that are showing 
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the themed event within the next several hours" (Wugofski et al. [0041]) and "[t]he update 
frequency indicates how often and when to search and recomputed the theme-based favorite list." 
(Wugofski et al. [0042]). Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Williams et al 
programming suggestions lists for various users with the Wugofski et al. storing of list teaching 
for the purpose of providing readily recallable lists which alleviates the processor load caused by 
repeat searches and to recall data without the need to wait for the processor to complete the 
search. 

As to claim 7, the claimed displaying said headline information searched at said 
searching step. The Williams et al. reference discloses having developed a list of programming 
suggestions in step 400, system controller 104 prompts the system user, in an interactive pop-up 
window, with the list of programming suggestions, step 402 (1 1:49-52). 

As to claim 8, the claimed recording said information related to said headline information 
searched at said searching step. The Williams et al reference discloses if, however, the user 
elects to forego the suggested programming in step 404, system controller 104 may then prompt 
the user with the option of recording one of the suggested programs in step 408. If the user 
elects to record one of the suggested programs, system controller 104 configures system 100 to 
record the program selection to any one of the available recording media (12:8-14), 

As to claim 9, the claimed said user preference information includes a plurality of 
preference items. The Williams et al reference discloses as depicted, for television/monitor 102, 
user profile database 800 tracks user preferred channels, volume, program genre information, 
whether to block content information, and whether supplemental programming is requested with 
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a particular channel (5:59-65). Additional preference information may also be stored in user 
profile database 800, including top ten favorite shows, most frequently watched/listened to 
source(s), most frequently watched/listened to channel(s)/station(s) per source, typical 
watching/listening periods, favorite genre(s), favorite commercial(s), favorite actor(s)/actress(es) 
(6:63-67; 7: 1-2). 

As to claim 10, the claimed wherein said information is broadcast program transmitted 
from broadcast stations. The Williams et al. reference discloses in one embodiment, for 
example, system 100 receives programming input from any or all of the following sources: cable 
broadcast 124, satellite broadcast 126 (e.g., via a satellite dish), very high frequency (VHF) or 
ultra high frequency (UHF) radio frequency communication of the broadcast networks 134 (e.g., 
via an aerial antenna), and/or the telephone/computer network interface (4:3 1-37). The Williams 
et al. reference also discloses in one embodiment, the program database is part of system 
controller 104, and is updated periodically by accessing a remote server (not shown) via 
telephone/network communications 128 or via other mediums such as distributed diskettes or CD 
ROMs, a vertical blanking interval (VBI) of an analog signal, or an additional data stream 
corresponding to a digital video signal (e.g., from a satellite system). (8:48-56). 

As to claim 1 1, note the Williams et al. reference that discloses a method and apparatus 
for automatically configuring a system based on user's monitored system interaction and 
preferred system access times. The claimed "remote commander means" is met by in one 
embodiment of the system controller 600, keyboard and pointing device are coupled to standard 
I/O bus 608 with a serial communication interface cable, while in alternate embodiments it may 
be communicatively coupled with an infrared (IR) interface or a radio-frequency (RF) interface 
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(Williams et al. 14:30-35). The claimed "memory means for storing user preference information 
entered from said remote commander means" is met by "the plurality of user profiles are stored 
locally, in system 100" (Williams et al. 9:31-34) wherein user profile database 800 also includes 
storage for user-defined requests. System controller 104 allows individual users to input 
requests, via remote control, for particular suggestions. These requests can be for specific titles 
of shows/movies or keywords, the request may include wildcard (e.g., any shows with "star" in 
the title), and can also be negative (e.g., no shows with "star" in the title) (Williams et al. 1 1 :61- 
67; 12: 1). The claimed "means for detecting reception of a plurality of headline information 
related to an information" is met by system controller [104] determines from the available 
programming information all programs which match the user's preferences (Williams et al. 
1 1 : 27-42) wherein the system controller searches the programming information each time it 
receives updated programming information (Williams et al. 12: 1-4). The claimed "means for 
searching, based on said user preference information stored in said memory means" is met by 
accessing a program database for searching keywords that match user profile preferences 
(Williams et al 1 1 :30-32), given a particular search request, system controller 104 searches the 
programming information each time it receives updated programming information (via an on- 
line service, diskette, etc. as discussed above), and prompts the user with the found program 
information in step 402 (Williams et al. 1 1:61-67; 12: 1-5). The claimed "headline information 
coincided with said user preference information among received headline information at the time 
when the reception of said plurality of headline information is detected by said detecting means" 
is met by system controller accessing program database searching for keywords which match 
user profile preferences (Williams et al. 1 1:30-32) and "user profile database 800 also includes 
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storage for user-defined requests" (Williams et al. 1 1 :61-64). The claimed "whereby said user 
preference information includes a plurality of registration patterns corresponding to respective 
search criteria, and the results of searching based on said user preference information correspond 
to respective registration patterns" is met by a the plurality of user profiles [registration patterns] 
stored locally on system 100 (Williams et al. 9:31-34) wherein having determined the current 
user, the system provides a number of programming suggestions which most closely align with 
the user profile of that particular user (Williams 1 1 :22-27). Note that the registration patterns 
corresponding to respective search criteria is met by the plural user profiles wherein each user 
would have his/her own distinct preferences stored in their respective profile. However, the 
Williams et al. reference does not specifically disclose storing the results of the search so that 
they can be recalled in response to a command initiated by said user. Now note the Wugofski et 
al. reference which discloses a system for managing favorite channels where theme-based 
favorites list requires that the favorites list correspond to the current contents of the EPG content 
guide (Wugofski et al. [0039]) are stored in a favorites database (Wugofski et al. [0036]), "The 
selected theme and selected sub-theme may be from a set of predefined keywords" (Wugofski et 
al. [0040]). ". . .the system may constrain the search to include only channels that are showing 
the themed event within the next several hours" (Wugofski et al [0041]) and "[t]he update 
frequency indicates how often and when to search and recomputed the theme-based favorite list." 
(Wugofski et al. [0042]). Therefore, the examiner submits that it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the Williams et al 
programming suggestions lists for various users with the Wugofski et al. storing of list teaching 
for the purpose of providing readily recallable lists which alleviates the processor load caused by 
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repeat searches and to recall data without the need to wait for the processor to complete the 
search. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Johnny Ma whose telephone number is (703) 305-8099. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller can be reached on (703) 305-4795. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

_ Infor mation re ga rding the statu s o f an appli cat ion may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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